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Feb. 10: About 500 employees of the state-run airline Aeronica commenced a strike. Workers
insisted that the government comply with a previous commitment to make 25% of airline stock
available to employees. The commitment applies to most state-run enterprises transferred to the
private sector. The government plans to sell a 49% stake to the Salvadoran airline company Taca.
In January, Aeronica employees occupied an Aeronica plane to protest government plans to give
workers access to only 12% of shares in the company. Subsequent negotiations between union
leaders and the government failed to resolve the conflict. Luis Torres, leader of the Aeronica union,
told reporters that the strike and associated protest actions would continue until the government
complied with workers' demands. He added that other transport sector workers were planning on
joining the strike. According to Torres, the conflict over privatization of Aeronica was exacerbated
following a recent government announcement that 300 Aeronica employees would be laid off after
privatization. He said strikers were also demanding that the government guarantee severance pay
for workers laid off following privatization deals. On Monday night, strikers pushed two airplanes
onto the main runway at Managua's international airport in an attempt to paralyze all air traffic into
and out of the capital. Feb. 11: Police were ordered to surround the airport and restore order, and a
special police anti-riot unit was dispatched to clear the runway. The operation resulted in the arrest
of 58 strikers, who were charged with terrorism. Feb. 14: During a visit to the jail where strikers were
being held, union leader Luis Torres was arrested. Feb. 15: In statements to reporters, Presidency
Minister Antonio Lacayo said that the Feb. 10 protest actions by striking workers constituted a
"threat to national security." He added that the strikers will face charges in court. Feb. 17-18: Police
released 55 of the 58 strikers arrested Feb. 11 and Feb. 14. Feb. 20: Attorney General Guillermo
Vargas said that the four strikers remaining in jail, including union chief Luis Torres, will be tried
on charges of "exposing the public to danger." He added that if convicted, the defendants could be
sentenced to between six months and two years in prison. An estimated 2,000 members of the proSandinista National Workers Front (FNT) staged a demonstration in front of the main government
office complex in Managua demanding the immediate release from custody of the four Aeronica
union members. The Aeronica union is an FNT affiliate. Feb. 21: Lawyers representing the four
defendants filed a plea of not guilty on the charge of exposing the public to danger, and requested
that their clients be released on bail. Feb. 24: The Attorney General's Office ordered the four jailed
Aeronica union members released on bail. Union spokespersons said they are prepared to resume
negotiations with the government regarding the future of the airline. [Basic data from 01/16-23/92
report by the Central American Historical Institute (Georgetown University, Washington, DC);
Prensa Latina (Cuba), Barricada (Managua), 02/11/92; Agence France-Presse, 02/11-19/92; Agencia
Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 02/15/92, 02/17-21/92, 02/24/92]
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